Passage 1
Although April did not bring us the rains we all hoped for, and although the Central Valley doesn't generally experience the sound and lightning that can go with those rains, it's still important for parents to be able to answer the youthful questions about thunder and lightning. 
The reason these two wonders of nature are so difficult for many adults（成年人）to explain to children is that they are not very well understood by adults themselves.  Fox example, did you know that the lightning we see flashing down to the earth from a cloud is actually flashing up to a cloud from the earth ? Our eyes trick us into thinking we see a downward motion when it's actually flashing up to a cloud from the earth? Our eyes trick us into thinking we see a downward motion when it's actually the other way around. But then, if we believed only what we think and we see, we'd still insist that the sun rises in the morning and sets at night. 
Most lightning flashes take place inside a cloud, and only a relative few can be seen jumping between two clouds or between earth and a cloud. But, with about 2, 000 thunderstorms taking place above the earth every minute of the day and night, there's enough activity to produce about 100 lightning strikes on earth every second. 
Parents can use thunder and lightning to help their children learn more about the world around them. When children understand that the light of lightning flashing reaches their eyes almost at the same moment, but the sound of the thunder takes about 5 seconds to travel just one mile, they can begin to time the interval（间隔）between the flash and the crash to learn how close they were to the actual spark（闪光）. 
1) According to the author, in the area of the Central Valley, _____.
A rains usually come without thunder and lightning
B it is usually dry in April
C children pay no attention to the two natural wonders
D parents are not interested in thunder and lightning
2)We believe that lightning is a downward motion because _____.
A we were taught so by our sense of vision
B we are taken in by our sense of vision
C it is a common natural sight
D it is a truth proved by science
3)What is true about lightning according to the passage? _____
A Only a small number of lightning flashes occur on earth.
B Lightning travels 5 times faster than thunder.
C Lightning flashes usually jump from one cloud to another.
D There are far more lightning strikes occurring on earth than we can imagine.
4)The underlined word“activity”is most closely related to the word（s）_____
A “cloud”                       B “lightning strikes”
C “lightning flashes”        D “thunderstorms”
5)It can be concluded from passage that _____.
A we should not believe what we see or hear
B things moving downward are more noticeable
C people often have wrong ideas about ordinary phenomena（现象）
D adults are not as good as children in observing certain natural phenomena
  
Passage 2
The journey two divers（潜水员）made some time ago to the very deepest point on the earth make us realize how much of the world still remains to be studied. The two men went down seven miles to the bottom of the Pacific Ocean inside a small ball to find out if there are any ocean currents（水流）or signs of life. 
It was necessary to set out early, so that the ball would come to the surface in daylight, and so be easily found by the mother ship which would be waiting for it. The divers began preparations（准备）early in the morning and soon afterwards, when all was ready, the steel ball disappeared under the surface of the water. 
The divers felt as if they were going down steps as they passed through warm and cold layers（层）of water. In time, the temperature dropped to freezing point. They kept in touch with the mother ship by telephone telling how they felt. Then, at a depth（深度）of 3,000 feet, the telephone stopped working and they were quite cut off from the outside world. All went well until some four hours later at 30,000 feet, the men were frightened by a loud, cracking（爆裂）noise: even the smallest hole in the ball would have meant instant death. Luckily, though, it was only one of the outer（外部的）windows that had broken. Soon afterwards, the ball touched the soft ocean floor raising a big cloud of "dust" made up of small dead sea-creatures. Here, powerful lights lit up the dark water and the men were surprised to see fish swimming just above them quite untroubled by the great water pressure（压力）. But they did not dare to leave the lights on for long , as the heat from them made the water boil. Quite unexpectedly, the telephone began working again and the faint（微弱的）but clear voices of the divers were heard on the mother ship seven miles away. After a stay of thirty minutes the men began their journey up, arriving three hours later, cold and wet through, but none the worse for their experience. 
11)The purpose of the diver's journey to the deepest point on the earth was to find _____.
A if there are water currents and life in the great depths
B if people can stand the severe cold in the great depths
C if there are steps in the great depths
D if the telephone works well in the great depths
12)The divers set out early in the morning so that _____.
A they could return to the surface during the day
B they could see at the bottom of the ocean
C they could avoid the cold at night
D they could stay long at the bottom
13)Which of the following statements is true?
A The ocean water temperature decreases steadily with the depth
B There are steps on the way to the bottom of the Pacific Ocean
C There are steps between the water layers of different temperature
D The water layers of different temperatures made the divers feel as if they were going down steps
14)As the divers went down to the ocean floor, the telephone _____.
A kept working all the time
B stopped working at a depth of 3,000 feet and began working again after they reached the bottom
C stopped working at a depth of 3,000 feet and began working at 30,000 feet
D stopped working at a depth of 3,000 feet and began working again when they returned to the same depth
15)On the ocean floor, the divers found that _____.
A there was no life but some small dead sea-creatures
B fish were swimming as freely as they do near the surface
C fish were not swimming freely in the dark water
D fish were not swimming freely under the high water pressure
Part II  Vocabulary and Structure  （30%）
Directions：In this part there are 30 incomplete sentences. For each sentence there are four choices marked A， B， C and D. Choose the ONE answer that best completes the sentence. Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

18. When I heard his humorous words, I couldn't help _____.
A.trembling   B.laugh   C.tremble   D.laughing

19. If you _____ to the proposal, we will take it into consideration.
A.adapt   B.attach   C.stick   D.get

20. She was _____ to find that no one liked her performance. 
A.damaged   B.injured   C.wounded   D.hurt

21. Sam set out to improve _____ at the shirt factory, but he failed at last.
A.efficiency   B.sufficiency   C.affect   D.effect

22. Maybe you will ask my mother how I _____ to become an industrial engineer.
A.proposed  B.happened  C.risked  D.considered
  
23. She went to the _____ school when she was six years old. 
A.primary  B.principal  C.average  D.common

24. I was amazed that the workers had not gone _____ strike.
A.on   B.on a   C.to   D.to a

25. She often sleeps during the day time, because her work is on night _____.
A.turn   B.shift   C.change   D.move

26. Would you please _____ me a favour by lending me your bicycle for a few days? 
A.make   B.do   C.have   D.help

27. The nurse took a（n）_____ of my blood for test. 
A.sort   B.type   C.example   D.sample

28. To celebrate my father's birthday, I _____ a double-decker cake. 
A.paid   B.purchased   C.chased   D.pursued

29. A doctor should be _____ for the lives of the patients. 
A.suitable   B.famous   C.responsible   D.competent

30. The woman began to sob when Homer was sitting there. He really wanted to get _____ and run. 
A.off   B.out   C.down   D.up

31. There are plans _____ a number of atomic power station in this regions.
A.to build   B.to be built   C.building   D.being built

32. It was natural for Tom to feel a little nervous this morning because it was the first time for him to _____ a lecture. 
A.send   B.deliver   C.speak   D.provide

33. It is a _____ that the government spends so much money on guns and so little on education. 
A.difference   B.disgrace   C.dependence   D.disadvantage

34. Aristotle, the philosopher of ancient Greece, thought that the _____ was based in the heart. 
A.head   B.brain   C.thought   D.mind

35. We remembered everything that happens _____ us. 
A.at   B.to   C.on   D.in


Part III Cloze (20%) 
Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage, and for each blank there are 4 choices marked A, B, C and D at the end of the passage. You should choose ONE answer that best fits into the passage. Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.
I've always loved pigeons（鸽子）. Some years ago I managed to persuade my wife to let me buy a few and started   46   them myself. They cost a lot of money and so it spoilt（破坏）our   47   a bit, but my wife never actually stopped me so I   48   carried on. I learnt so much about them that I could   49   a good racer anywhere and I bought some beauties. My pigeons won some top races, and I even began to make a bit of   50  . 
You see, people are prepared to pay big prices if they get to know that your pigeons are   51   big prizes.
My wife had been changing her   52   to the pigeons over the last year or two anyway. She was quite   53   of all the prizes we'd won. Then there was a lot of traveling, which she liked. You see, someone has to take the pigeons a   54   way off and release them. Some of the   55   were really nice. I never traveled. I used to like to wait at home and see them come in. They got the wonderful sense of   56  , which could bring them back home so quickly. They'd flown hundreds of miles sometimes   57   storms or against strong winds. And there they'd come, tiny white birds against the great   58  . Then I'd watch them   59   round and come down onto the landing shelf. I'd look at my watch and think, "My goodness, that's a good   60  ." And I'd take off the little leg ring and push it through the machine to   61   what time he'd arrived. Then my wife would   62   up and say, "Has he arrived yet?" Then we would work out if we'd won   63  . 
However, last year we had a   64  ! One of them got some sort of flu（流感）and died；then they all   65  . It was terrible；I had to burn them all. We lost a fortune, of course. 
46)A．racing        B．understanding   C．selling    D．flying
47)A．dream         B．work            C．life       D．hobby
48)A．just          B．even            C．almost     D．hardly
49)A．notice        B．learn           C．imagine    D．recognize
50)A．living        B．fun             C．money      D．change
51)A．losing        B．winning         C．giving     D．making
52)A．subject       B．decision        C．relation   D．attitude
53)A．proud         B．fond            C．careful    D．sure
54)A．different     B．long            C．short      D．far
55)A．distances    B．activities      C．trips      D．movements
56)A．direction    B．sight           C．hearing    D．touch
57)A．over         B．across          C．with       D．through
58)A．heaven       B．mountain        C．cloud      D．sky
59)A．turn         B．dance           C．circle     D．whistle
60)A．beginning    B．time            C．day        D．look
61)A．write        B．record          C．count      D．memorize
62)A．come         B．show            C．phone      D．cheer
63)A．again        B．finally         C．only       D．accidentally
64)A．disadvantage B．chance          C．problem    D．disaster
65)A．flew down    B．went down       C．let out    D．gave out
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